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Myths were developed to account for the
COEMmOS.

How did the gods bring heavens' earth,
ptants, and men into existence? What is the
divine origin of hauman imstituions and of the
ecumens?  What divine process s
respongible for prosperity or failure? To
explain such basic guestions eliological
{origin or casuzal) myths were develeped.

For example, the aftraction between man
and woman {and the consequent institulion
of marriage) is explained by the myth that
primevalmanwasonecreature, subsequently
dividid imto two parts, male and female,
which are attrected to one ancther to regain
their pristine unity. Arnstophanes expresses
this theory of sexual atiraction in plato s
Symposiam. Genesis has the sam theory in
the familiar myth that a rib taken out of
Agdam was fashioned iuto Eve: and precisely
because woman was taken out of man, man
forsakes his father and mother to cleave
unta his wife so that they become one flesh
{Gen. ; TY-Ti},
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